traction and dilatation for the purpose of regulating the quantity of light admitted into the eye.
When contraction of the pupil takes place, the iris becomes broader in consequence of its pupillary edge moving to a greater distance from its fixed or ciliary margin. When, on the contrary, dilatation of the pupil occurs, the iris becomes narrower, its pupillary edge is elongated, and is drawn towards its fixed or ciliary margin. Lay open an eye by cutting it across, and remove the humours from the anterior segment, which place under water; then introduce the point of a fine forceps with its blades closed into the pupil, and allow the blades slowly to separate?dilatation of the pupil will be by this means produced. If the forceps be now withdrawn, the pupil will be observed slowly to contract, until it resume the medium state in which it was before the experiment.
As to the nature of the structure in which reside the forces by which the iris is moved, I have already shown, that if the motions of the pupil were produced by an erectile structure of
